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Message from the President  
 

Greetings, ESSA Members, 
 
As expected, our business meeting, held on December 6, 2004, was noteworthy. David 
Goldfrank, the chair of the Prize Committee, presented the First Annual Distinguished Scholarly 
Publication Award to Donald Ostrowski, Horace Lunt, and David Birnbaum for their publication 
of The Povest vremennykh let: an interlinear collation and paradosis. The work, published in 
2003, is distributed by Harvard University Press for the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute. 
We offer our congratulations to the recipients and our special thanks to David Goldfrank and the 
other committee members, Francis Butler and Cynthia Vakareliyska. The 2005 prize will be 
awarded for the best work published during the period 1999-2005 in areas outside Early Slavic 
Studies that integrate early Slavic studies research and reflect understanding of the continuing 
significance and impact of early Slavic culture. Please send nominations to Cynthia 
Vakareliyska.  
 
Several other important events took place at the meeting. Christian Raffensperger was selected to 
replace Robert Romanchuk as our Newsletter editor. Sandra Levy agreed to take over the 
position of Webmaster, succeeding Cynthia Vakareliyska. Our thanks to all of them for their 
outstanding service. 
 
Discussion at the meeting was somewhat limited due to the unfortunate scheduling of our 
meeting at the same time as the meeting of the Association for the Study of Eastern Christian 
History and Culture. ASEC graciously arranged to begin its meeting late so that the many 
members who belong to both groups could attend the beginning of our meeting. Despite that 
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problem and the absence of a significant number of members who were unable to come to 
Boston in December, some important issues were raised. One regarded our treasury, from which 
we pay for the production and mailing of this newsletter and, henceforth, the annual prizes. As a 
follow-up to that discussion, I urge those of you who are receiving this Newsletter and have not 
yet done so, to please send your dues to our secretary-treasurer, Isolde Thyrêt.  
 
Another matter of concern was, once again, the diminishing prospects for academic jobs and 
opportunities for research in the field of Early Slavic Studies. In contrast scholarly activity in the 
field is vibrant. Panels on themes and topics related to early Slavic studies were prominent at 
AAASS. ESSA members’ publications and regular participation at other regional, national, and 
international scholarly conferences similarly reflect the quality and dynamism of the field. 
Through its meetings, Newsletter and Web page, ESSA continues to showcase its members’ 
accomplishments and also provide a forum for discussion of the state of the field and strategies 
for improving it. Please send your thoughts and contributions to Chris Raffensperger (Newsletter 
editor) and/or Sandra Levy (Web master). 
 
With best wishes for a safe, productive and enjoyable summer, 
 
Janet Martin 
President, ESSA 
 
 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the ESSA, 2004 
�

The Minutes for the ESSA Meeting that occurred at AAASS in Boston on December 6, 2004, will 
be posted as an addition to our online version of th e ESSA Newsletter.  Though this is not a 
deliberate attempt to direct attention to the website , please do note that we now have all the 
newsletters back to 1997 online. 
http://clover.slavic.pitt.edu/~essa/  
  
 
 
 

ESSA Treasurer's Report 
 

  Balance 11/12/2003  2218.97 
      Dues received     490.00          

Postage    136.65    
Interest through  
10/31         8.77 
Bounced Check                  7.00 
Balance on 11/22         2574.09 
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On February 25, 2005, Gail Lenhoff hosted the Annual Winter Workshop in Medieval and Early 
Modern Slavic Studies at UCLA. For a ninth year, Early Slavists gathered from colder climes to 
discuss their works in progress in Southern Califor nia. The following papers were presented: 
 
I. Byzantine, Kievan, Regional and Comparative:   
• Norman W. Ingham, U. Chicago "Riurik: History or Legend?" 
• Christian Raffensperger, U. Chicago “What was a k niaz'?" 
• Donald Ostrowski, Harvard, "The Account of Volodi mir's Conversion in the Povest' 
vremennykh let: A Chiasmus of Stories." 
• David Prestel, Michigan State, "How should we rea d the Slovo o knjazjax?" (12th c.) 
• Julia Verkholantsev, U. Penn. The Protestant Source of the Ruthenian Sibylline Prophecy" 
• Robert Romanchuk, Florida State U.  "Empiricism or  natural contemplation? Serbian medical 
treatises in the books of Kirillov Monastery." 
 
II. Muscovite and Early Modern:   
• Michael Paul, U. Miami  "Changes and Continuity i n the Office of Novgorodian Archbishop 
After 1478" 
• Janet Martin, U. Miami, "The Pomest'e System Revisited" 
• Ann M. Kleimola, U. Nebraska "Emergence of an Icon  Cult:  Postanovka Voprosa" 
• Daniel Kaiser, Grinnell,  "Domestic Icons in Eigh teenth-Century Moscow Testaments" 
• Elise Kimmerling Wirtschafter, Cal-Poly Pomona, " Religious Instruction in Eighteenth-
Century Russia: Platon Levshin's  `Discourse on Melchizedek' and Tsarevich Paul's Response 
(1764)" 
The UCLA Medieval Slavic Winter Workshop is sponsor ed by UCLA’s Center for Medieval & 
Renaissance Studies, Center for European & Eurasian Studies, and Dept. of Slavic Languages & 
Literatures.  
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Early Slavic at the 40th International Congress on Medieval Studies 
 

Early Slavic is putting on another strong showing a t the International Congress on Medieval 
Studies, held at Western Michigan University in Kal amazoo (May 5-8, 2005). David T. Murphy 
of CMRS at St. Louis University organized four Slav ic panels this year, Florin Curta of the 
University of Florida organized two, and there were  many more Slavic, East/Central European, 
and Byzantine papers among the 626 panels. The following panels and papers of interest to 
Early Slavists are scheduled: 
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Chronicle of Publications — � ä������  
�

• Brian Davies (U. Texas San Antonio) has published: State Power and Community in Early 
Modern Russia. (Palgrave MacMillan, 2004). 
• �������,������*<���-�������3������'�F&���&�����2��� ��<���������8������1���G� ����������
��
���� ��)��%�LL�*&��������	��W-��	
I.I@	+�#�������
��8��� ���1��������6������������������������
��������%�@�	��.��%�@	���� ����������� ���������������!�����" ��)��%��)���%�@�	W�.��%�@@
E��<�%��������%�
,%�C�����3������>%�1���!.������*#��3������ ��������! �<������	��W-��	
W.	ML%�
• Chester Dunning (Texas A&M) has published: A Short History of Russia’s First Civil War (State 
College, Penn.: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2004). 
•Paul W. Knoll (U. Southern California) has publish ed: “Literary Production at the University 
of Cracow in the Fifteenth Century,” in The Development of Literate Mentalities in East Central 
Europe, eds. Anna Adamska and Marco Mastert. (Turnhout, Belgium: Brepolis, 2004), 217-246. 
•Russell E. Martin (Westminster College) has publish ed: “Choreographing the ‘Tsar’s Happy 
Occasion’: Tradition, Change, and Dynastic Legitimacy in the Weddings of Tsar Mikhail 
Romanov,” Slavic Review 63:4 (Winter 2004), 794-817. 
• A. Dean McKenzie (U. Oregon) has published: “Byzan tine Influence on Russian Art,” and 
“Icons of Boris and Gleb,” in Modern Encyclopedia of Religions in Russia. 
• Gregory Myers (Independent Researcher) has published: “The Impact of the Turnovo 
Hymnographic School on Chant Development in Slavia Orthodoxa: Evstatie’s 1511 Song Book 
Revisited,” Palaeobulgarica (Spring 2005); “’All that Hath Breath…:’ Some Thoughts on the 
Reconstruction of the Oldest Stratum of Medieval Slavic Chant,” in Byzantium and Eastern 
Europe. Liturgical and Musical Relations. On the Occasion of the 80th Birthday of Dr. Milos Velimiovic. 
Hymnologia No. 4. N. Gerasimova-Persidskaia and Irina Lozovaya, eds. (Moscow: Progress-
Tradition, 2003) 69-90; “The Music and Ritual of the Holy Thursday Pedilavium in Late Russian 
Liturgical Practice; Byzantine and Slavonic Antecedents,” Orientalia Christiana Periodica (Rome: 
The Vatican, Vol. 68, II, 2002) 389-433.�
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 �	E%�*	��W-��@

.MW%�
• Grzegorz Rostkowski (Mazowiecka Wyzsza Szko
a Hum anistyczno-Pedagogiczna) has 
published: “The Cult of Saints in Byzantium in the L ight of Byzantine Sigillography (ca. 950-
1180),” in Akten des 8. Internationalen Symposions für Byzantinische Sigillographie. Siegel and Siegel, 
eds. (2005), 131-40; “Hungary between Byzantium, Central and Eastern Europe (ca. 1118-1135),” 
in Byzantium and East Central Europe. G. Prinzing, M. Salamon, P. Stephenson, eds. (Cracow, 
2001), 159-77. 
�
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�
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���6!9�����������=���!�1��X�C���������%G�1�����&�3��� ,�������������>���"�,�3�����Y���������
Z[\]\�\�^\[_`�ab\cd]�����������������������������!� ��3�������3����3!�=�$����C%�8������� ������
�� ����&'��
�����������
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5�������&��������������1�!����������������5�������%�
�  �������������	��
����������"������������������=���� =�������������������������2��������
�;"���������"����$�����������$�������������'�&��XD� ���8���D�e������F6�����8��3�����������
������!��"���������1������������G+���������#����.��� ���F ����*�������
��+��
���
���� �\^fg�
^h[d\bchijkdl_\b\�jll[dm\]hnjoG+����!����1�3�����F�� �����2�������������������"�
1�������#��������������G+�1�����#����������F&�������� ���� �,�����
� �1�����������%G�
��!�B��������3�������3��������"�����2������������3� ��������������,�%��������4����!��!�.
������* ��������"-�����
��� -��	��0����!�2���$�����������#��3������#6W�I= � ���
������!�J�������%����
• At the Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art on the Univ ersity of Oregon Campus there has 
recently been opened the A. Dean and Lucile I. McKenzie Russian Icon Gallery.  The Gallery 
contains icons representative of the Moscow, Novgorod, Stroganov, and Ushakov styles, as well 
as exhibits of Russian architectural history. �
• Paleoslavica XII Numbers 1 and 2 have recently been published. They contain articles by F. 
Klimchuk on some obscure moments in the medieval his tory of the Turov and Pinsk regions of 
Belarus; A. Litvina and F. Uspenskii on the history  of personal names of the pre-Mongol 
Riurikids; A. Strakhov on the confusion of the Nomi native and Vocative in OR texts; N. 
Antropov on the etymology of some unique Belorussia n words; N. Bondar’ on the semiotics of 
traditional Kuban fortune-telling. There are discus sions of the new edition of the Primary 
Chronicle as well as of Edward Keenan’s new book on the Igor’ Tale.  Publications of various 
documents are included such as, V. Badurina-Stip•ev i�  – Book of Esther after the Croatian 
Glagolitic Vat. Ill. 5 Breviary; L. Iu. Astakhina – 17th century administrative do cuments; O. B. 
Strakhov – Russian liturgist A. A. Dmitrievskii’s u npublished article on Patriarch Nikon’s 
Leitourgiarion; A. P. Maiorov – litigations of the 17th-18th centuries. As well as many other 
fascinating items. 
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